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RESPONSE TO ELECTION OF SPECIES REQUIREMENT 

This is in response to the Office Action mailed October 23, 2002 (Paper No. 6) in 
the above-identified application. This response is being timely filed on or before November 25, 
2002 (as November 23rd is a Saturday). 

The Examiner has required election between three allegedly distinct species. 
More specifically, the Examiner believes that: claims 1-14 read on Species 1 drawn to injecting 
gas from one opening end of a perforated hollow pipe; claims 15-16 and 18-25 read on Species 2 
drawn to diffusing bubbles into a liquid coming into contact with the surface of the separation 
membrane; and claim 17 reads on Species 3 drawn to supplying ultrasonic vibrations to a liquid 
coming into contact with the surface of the separation membrane. 



While not necessarily agreeing with the election requirement, Applicants 
provisionally elect, without traverse, Species 1 (claims 1-14) for initial prosecution of this 
application. Examination and an early Notice of Allowance of at least the elected claims are 
respectfully requested. 

Applicants note that the Examiner has not acknowledged Applicants' claim 
of foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119, and the receipt of the priority documents filed as 
part of this application on July 5, 2001. Acknowledgment of the claim for foreign priority 
and receipt of the priority documents is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 
MASAAKI ANDO ETAL. 
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